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CVIC defeated Dental 24-20 in
round two of the 2003 Marine
Corps Community Services-
South Carolina Intramural
Football League Playoffs at the
Depot football field Nov. 19.

After a 26-7 win over Weapons
in round one, the win over
Dental advanced CVIC to round
three, in which the team will face
Clothing, the only other team to
remain unbeaten through rounds
one and two.

The win over Dental held a lot
of significance for CIVC, who
was on the losing end both times
the two had matched up during
the regular season.

“Retaliation was ours,” said
Ray Glover, CVIC head
coach. “We had something to
prove, since they were the
only team that had beaten us
twice this year.”

Despite only beating CVIC by
one point both times, Dental
players said there was a notable
difference in CVIC’s perform-
ance in this last match-up.

“They were a lot more organ-
ized than last time,” said Erick
Bennett, quarterback for Dental.
“It seemed like they had been
practicing a lot.”

Whether marked improve-
ments had been made among
the CVIC team or not, Glover
said that the weight of the
playoffs had lent to their hard-
nose performances in rounds
one and two.

“There are no excuses come
tournament time, and we were
prepared,” he said.

Even though CVIC was revved
up for the playoffs, they narrow-
ly escaped a third defeat at the
hands of Dental, as Bennett
missed a prime scoring opportu-
nity on a last-second play.

“It almost happened again,
but key players showed up
when it was time to dig deep,”
said Glover.

When naming such “key play-
ers,” Glover emphasized quarter-
back William Cuellar and defen-
sive lineman Gregory Mitchell,
whom he said were an integral
part of the win.

Even with noted performances
by CVIC players, Dental attrib-
uted the loss to the rigorous play-
ing schedule of the first night of
the playoffs.

“By the time we got to the sec-
ond game, everyone was
fatigued and worn out,” said
Bennett. “We weren’t as sharp as
we could’ve been.”

CVIC had to battle the same
circumstances. They played
back-to-back games as well.
Glover elaborated on how he
combated the schedule.

“In the first game, I ran with
most of my subs because I
knew Weapons was not a threat
to us,” he said. “I preserved my
key players.”

Dental did not have the luxury 

of resting starters in their first-
round game against PCD, win-
ning by only a touchdown.
Regardless of the circumstances,
Bennett admitted that his team
needs to pay more attention to
fundamentals.

“We pulled together on all the
big plays, but the basic things are
what got us,” he said. “Things
like blocking ate us up.”

Bennett said that the loss has
actually helped motivate his
team, which ended a nine-game
winning streak with the loss.

“This opened up everyone’s
eyes as to how important the
small stuff is,” he said. “Nobody
got down. Kansas City lost one
this week, so it’s okay that we
did. The loss will get us back to
our winning attitude.”

Bennett promised that the
“winning attitude” would be
enough for the team to not accu-
mulate any more losses for the
remainder of the playoffs.

While CVIC now faces an eas-
ier road to the championship,
Glover said the first- and second-
round performances would not
be sufficient to propel them to
overall victory, especially
against their league nemesis.

“We’re going to have to turn
it up, especially against
Clothing,” he said. “That’s the
only team I’m worried about,
but we are going to be in the
championship.”

If and when CVIC does end up
battling with Clothing for the tro-
phy, Glover said he had a fail-
proof game plan.

“My only concerns are their
quarterback and Casper
Stephens,” he said. “Every time
he’s in the game, we are going
to stay on him, no matter what.
Everybody else can score all
day, but when the game is on
the line, the only person they’re
going to go to is Stephens. So,
he better bring his A-game.”
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Teams gear up for final playoffs
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Erick Bennett, quarterback for Dental, evades the grasp of John Lee, defensive lineman
for CVIC, in round two of the intramural flag football playoff game at the Depot football
field Nov. 19. CVIC won the game 24-20.
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They hear the warning from
their coach that practice will
begin in one minute, and
quickly adjust their swimming
caps and goggles and get one
last sip of water before their
exercises begin.

This group of dedicated,
hard-working swimmers are
all members of the Parris
Island Masters Swim Team,
who gather a few times a
week at the Depot Combat
Pool to work on backstrokes,
breaststrokes and ultimately,
swimming endurance.

The team is coached by
Dick Fetters, former coach of
the Michigan State University
Swim Team, and has been
undefeated for nearly nine
years in the Dixie Zone
Division.

“There are usually about 14
teams that participate at the
meets,” Fetters said. “We
have three big competitions a
year against groups from
mostly the southeast part of
the U.S.”

The team competes in short
course, long course and
meters at their meets.

“The meets last two days,”
said Jim VanCleve, a mem-
ber of the Parris Island
Masters Swim Team for
almost two years. During the
competitions, there are sever-
al events, and each swim team
member must participate in
five each day plus swim two
relays.” 

According to VanCleve, two
of the meets are held in
Greenville and one in
Charleston each year.  The 

Nationals will be held in
Savannah next August.

Fetters said the team prac-
tices at the pool three days
each week for about an hour.

“We really don’t do a whole
lot more to prepare for the
meets,” said Fetters. 

“Some teams might have
special diets or do a lot of
extra exercises, but we con-
centrate on swimming,” he
said. “We don’t have time to
do anything else, we get the
pool for just a few hours each
week so we just swim.” 

At their practice Nov. 20,
Fetters said the team was
“kind of taking it easy.” They
swam one mile to warm up,
and then did 50-meter butter-
flies, backstrokes and breast-
strokes to work on their tech-
niques and endurance.

Fetters encourages anyone
and everyone who has some
swimming experience to try
out for the team.

“If you show up to one of
our practices and can con-
vince me that you can swim
decent, then you’re on the
team,” Fetters said. “We rep-
resent Parris Island and
would like anyone stationed
here to come out for the
team.”

“Currently our youngest
swimmer is 22 and our oldest
is 78 and we have every age in
between,” said Fetters.
Participants must be at least
19 years old.

To join, show up to a prac-
tice ready to swim and
Fetters might just let you on
the team. Practices are held
every Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday at 6 p.m. and
last approximately one hour.

Undefeated Depot
Masters Swim Team
second to no one


